
Supporting social innovation and entrepreneurship



EU Social Strategy



European policies and strategies

The European Pillar of Social Rights

20 principles

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/economy-works-people/jobs-growth-and-investment/european-pillar-social-rights/european-pillar-social-rights-20-principles_es
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/economy-works-people/jobs-growth-and-investment/european-pillar-social-rights/european-pillar-social-rights-20-principles_es


At least

78 % 
of the population aged 

20-64 should 

be employed.

(Level 2019: 73,1%)

At least

60 % 
of adults should participate 
in training activities every 

year.

(Level 2019: 37,45%)

At least

15 million
less people at risk of 

poverty or social exclusion.

(Level 2019: 91 million
people)

Main objectives for the EU to achieve by 2030:

The European Pillar of Social Rights



• Cohesion policy is a major instrument for investment, growth and job creation at EU 
level and for structural reforms at regional level.

• The European Union's budget for cohesion policy for the period 2021-2027 is EUR 392 
000 million

• It contributes to strengthening the economic, social and territorial cohesion of the 
European Union.

• It aims to correct imbalances between countries and regions.

• It delivers on the Union's political priorities, especially the green and digital transition.

Cohesion Policy



For the period 2021-2027, cohesion policy is implemented through the following specific funds:

• The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) to invest in the social and economic
development of all EU regions and cities.

• The Cohesion Fund (CF), to invest in the environment and transport in the EU's least
prosperous countries.

• The European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) to support employment and create a fair and socially
inclusive society in EU countries.

• The Just Transition Fund (FTJ) to support the regions most affected by the transition to
climate neutrality.

Management and implementation of cohesion policy funds

Cohesion Policy



ESF+: a key 
instrument in 
cohesion policy

• The European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) is the European Union's
main instrument for strengthening Europe's social dimension
by implementing the principles of the European Pillar of
Social Rights.

• It has a budget of almost €99.300 million for the period 2021-
2027.

• It makes an important contribution to the EU's employment,
social, education and skills policies, including structural
reforms in these areas.

• As part of cohesion policy, ESF+ will also continue its mission
to support economic, territorial and social cohesion in the EU,
reducing disparities between Member States and regions.



Employment, mainly through equal access to employment, fair working conditions, 
fostering entrepreneurship and improving employability. 

Education, training and lifelong learning. 

Social inclusion and the fight against poverty.

Investment priorities should be aligned with Policy Objective 4: "A more social Europe in application 
of the European Pillar of Social Rights", so its investments should primarily target three areas: 

What does ESF+ support?



Supporting social entrepreneurship



• The social economy and inclusive entrepreneurship are issues of cross-cutting relevance 
for various policy areas and economic sectors.

• The European Commission promotes the social economy and social and inclusive 
entrepreneurship for their important role in job creation, labour integration and 
sustainable growth.

• The social economy can help to implement the principles of the European Pillar of Social 
Rights and to deliver on its Action Plan and the 2030 headline targets.

• It also contributes to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Social economy and social entrepreneurship 



Social economy refers mainly to: 

Cooperatives Associations Foundations Social 
enterprises

Mutuals

They are private entities that carry out economic activities 
whose main objective is to provide goods and services to their 
members or to the community in general, with profit taking 
second place.
They are based on local roots, using solidarity and 
participation as the basic principles that drive their activities.

Social economy and social entrepreneurship 



On 9 December 2021, the 
European Commission adopted 
a new action plan on the 
social economy.

It includes concrete measures 
to help mobilise the full 
potential of the social 
economy.

Social Economy Action Plan



Business environment: The Action Plan aims to ensure that the right policy and legal frameworks

are in place for the social economy to flourish, addressing the diversity of its legal forms and examining
tax policy, labels or certification schemes, public procurement and state aid.

Opportunities and capacity building: The Action Plan improves access to finance for the social

economy, brings together information on relevant EU funding, policies and initiatives in one place,
supports scaling up and maximises the contribution of the social economy to the green and digital
transitions.

Awareness raising and recognition: The Action Plan boosts the visibility of the social economy 

and obtains new data on it. It promotes the positive impact of the social economy among new 
audiences, including young people.

What will the Social Economy Action Plan improve?



• Support for microfinance and social enterprises will be strengthened under the InvestEU
programme. 

• The European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) is an important source of funding to promote the social 
economy and social innovation at national, regional and local level. Social economy organisations 
are well placed to achieve most of the specific objectives of ESF+, especially in relation to 
improving the inclusiveness of labour markets and access to quality employment.

• In addition, the Employment and Social Innovation Strand (EaSI) under ESF+ will complement the 
InvestEU instruments with support at EU level for the development of social enterprises, the 
emergence of a social investment market and the development of the market ecosystem around 
the provision of microfinance.

Financing the Social Economy



• Social innovation will also be supported under the Employment and Social Innovation Strand
(EaSI) of ESF+. This will include calls for social experimentation at EU level to support the
implementation of the European Pillar of Social Rights, as well as to respond to emerging needs
on the ground.

• Social innovation database to support the visibility of social innovation initiatives, raise
awareness of best practices and facilitate the creation of partnerships.

• Transnational Cooperation Platform. To foster transnational cooperation, the European
Commission launched the ESF Transnational Cooperation Platform in 2020, coordinating lessons
learned and the exchange of information between managing authorities.

• Centres of competence for social innovation. These centres will help managing authorities to
programme and implement social innovation actions, as well as support organisations on the
ground with capacity building and networking measures.

Support for social innovation



Functions of national competence centres:

Capacity building: 
• Capacity building among a range of stakeholders: ESF+ Managing 

Authorities, local and regional authorities, practitioners, support 
organisations, donors, etc.

• Raising awareness of the concept of social innovation.

• Developing tools and methods to achieve and scale up impact.

Creation of networks, synergies and resources:
• Collaboration between public, private and third sector organisations, 

academia, etc.

• Synergies between different EU funding schemes..

Transnational exchange
• Knowledge sharing: what works/does not work?

• Beyond sharing: cooperation in joint efforts, active mentoring and 
partnerships.

Competence Centre for Social 
Innovation

Draft strategy and action plan

Analysis of strengths, weaknesses 
and sources of inspiration

Compilation of initiatives 
implemented or replicated

Each project will test the replication or 
scaling up of one or two social 
innovations.

Competence centres for social innovation

Expected results for each country



BuiCaSus: Building Capacity for a Sustainable Society (BuiCaSuS). 
Member States: France, Latvia, Spain and Sweden - 27 organisations

ESIA: European Social Innovation Alliance. 
Member States: Denmark, Estonia, Germany, Poland and the United Kingdom - 25 organisations

Fuse: Facilitating United Approaches to Social Innovation in Europe. 
Member States: Bulgaria, Cyprus, Ireland, Portugal - 28 organisations - 28 organisations

PEnCIL: Pan-European Social Innovation Lab. 
Member States: Belgium, Czech Republic, Finland, Lithuania - 5 organisations

SEED: Social innovation EcosystEm Development. 
Member States: Greece, Italy, Romania, Slovenia - 54 organisations

SI Plus: Social Innovation Plus Competence Centres.
Member States: Austria, Bulgaria, Hungary, Slovakia - 9 organisations

Competence centres for social innovation



• It will support innovative approaches and actions to create jobs and promote social inclusion, social 
innovation, social entrepreneurship and labour mobility.

• It has an overall budget of EUR 762 million.

• It focuses on evidence-based policy development and social experimentation, support for labour
mobility and support for activities linked to non-financial instruments.

• The actions to be financed are described in the annual work programmes.

Employment and Social Innovation Strand EaSi-ESF+

• The Employment and Social Innovation Strand (EaSI) is an EU 
funding instrument to promote a high level of quality and 
sustainable employment, ensuring adequate and decent social 
protection, combating social exclusion and poverty and improving 
working conditions.



More information on the ESF + website

https://ec.europa.eu/european-social-fund-plus/en/esf-direct-easi


Calls for proposals are published on the Funding & tender opportunities portal.



EU funding programmes that 
offer opportunities for the social 
economy, social innovation and 
inclusive entrepreneurship:

• Horizon Europe, including its European Innovation Council (EIC), EIC 
Accelerator and the European Social Innovation Competition

• Single Market Programme including support through Enterprise Europe 
Network, Erasmus for Young Entrepreneurs and Joint cluster initiatives

• LIFE programme

• Erasmus+

• European Regional Development Fund

• Interreg Europe Programme

• European Agriculture Fund for Rural Development

• Digital Europe Programme including support for European Digital Innovation Hubs

• Citizens, Equality, Rights and Values Programme

• Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund

• Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance

• Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument

Funding programmes

Other programmes supporting the social economy and social innovation

https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-accelerator_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/eic-funding-opportunities/eic-accelerator_en
https://eusic.challenges.org/
https://een.ec.europa.eu/
https://een.ec.europa.eu/
https://www.erasmus-entrepreneurs.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/policy/cluster_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/life_en
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/programme-guide/erasmus-programme-guide
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/european-regional-development-fund-erdf_en
https://www.interregeurope.eu/about-us/2021-2027/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/european-agricultural-fund-rural-development-eafrd_en
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/activities/digital-programme
https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/digital-innovation-hubs-tool?p_p_id=digitalinnovationhub_WAR_digitalinnovationhubportlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=1&_digitalinnovationhub_WAR_digitalinnovationhubportlet_edihTabParam=Candidate+European+DIHs
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/citizens-equality-rights-and-values-programme_en
https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/funding/asylum-migration-and-integration-funds/asylum-migration-and-integration-fund-2021-2027_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_2810
https://ec.europa.eu/international-partnerships/global-europe


European Social Economy Awards

These awards recognise key social economy initiatives and actors across Europe



European Social Economy Awards 2023

SOCIAL INNOVATION
For organisations working in areas such as the inclusion: 
Inclusion of groups of people at risk of social exclusion, 
immigrants, minorities, vulnerable groups far from the 
labour market; accessibility and inclusion of people with 
disabilities; gender equality; LGTBI Rights; youth social 
entrepreneurship and inclusion of young people in the 
labour market; innovative social services. 

SKILLS
In the European Year of Skills, this category aims to award 
organisations working on upskilling and reskilling social 
economy employees, potential entrepreneurs, students etc. 
and/or on the development of training and courses related 
to social economy, such as educational cooperatives, VET 
cooperative centres, universities, etc.

GREEN TRANSITION
For organisations working on renewable energy, housing, 
sustainable mobility, the circular economy, water 
management, sustainable food production, etc., as well as 
initiatives that go hand in hand with the European green 
transition. 

DIGITALISATION
For social economy initiatives operating in the digital 
economy or with an important focus on technological 
innovation and/or working in the action areas of the Digital 
Transition of the Transition Pathway for the proximity and 
social economy ecosystem.

Four categories for which to apply:

DEADLINE for applicants: August 31, 2023.



The European Social Innovation Competition

Launched in 2013, The competition supports innovators to develop their ideas into working solutions and 
facilitates a network of radical innovators shaping our society. This prize acknowledges the social innovation as a 
potent approach for responding to societal challenges.

This year’s the European Social 
Innovation Competition 2023 will 
focus on ‘Fighting energy poverty’ –
Repower EU.

Three winners will be rewarded with 
EUR 50 000 each



The European Social Innovation Competition



https://ec.europa.eu/social/home
.jsp?langId=es

More information

https://ec.europa.eu/social/home.jsp?langId=es
https://ec.europa.eu/social/home.jsp?langId=es


The 100 Women plus project is co-funded by the Erasmus + Programme of the European Union (Reference No. 22PSA0034 - 2022-2-BE01-
KA210-ADU-000103924). The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of the publisher, and the European Commission is not 

responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.
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