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A Europe fit for the digital age
EU’s digital strategy

Who will benefit 
from the EU’s digital 
strategy?

Technology that works
for peopke

A fair and competitive 
digital economy

An open, democratic
and sustainable society

Based on three main pillars:



Digital Decade

2030 Digital Decade

Europe aims to empower 
businesses and people for a 
sustainable, more 
prosperous and people-
centred digital future



Digital Decade: targets and objectives



Digital Decade



Digital Decade: digital Rights and Principles

Declaration on digital rights and principles covers key rights and principles for the digital 
transformation. It is shaped around 6 chapters:



Digital Decade: Multi-country projects

Multi-country projects will facilitate investments in areas like: 



International digital Partnerships

The EU will promote its digital agenda on the global stage through International digital partnerships

These will be achieved by:

• setting a toolbox combining regulatory cooperation, addressing capacity building and skills, investment in 
international cooperation and research partnerships

• designing digital economy packages financed through initiatives that bring together the EU, Member States, 
private companies, like-minded partners and international financial institutions

• combining EU internal investments and external cooperation instruments

• investing in improved connectivity with the EU’s partners, for example through a possible Digital 
Connectivity Fund



International digital Partnerships: D4D Hub

https://d4dhub.eu/

https://d4dhub.eu/


EU4Digital Initiative

The EU4Digital Initiative is the EU’s flagship regional programme to support digital 
transformation and the harmonisation of digital markets in countries included in the Eastern 
Partnership (EaP) joint policy initiative.

The EU4Digital Initiative contributes to achieving the Eastern Partnership (EaP) objective of 
a resilient digital transformation, which consists of four distinct policy pillars:

• Digital Infrastructure

• eGovernance

• Digital economy and innovation

• Cyber resilience – Cybersecurity

https://eufordigital.eu/discover-eu/eastern-partnership
https://eufordigital.eu/discover-eu/eastern-partnership
https://eufordigital.eu/discover-eu/the-eu4digital-initiative/
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/european-neighbourhood-policy/eastern-partnership_en


The Women in Digital Strategy: More Women in Digital

Women are under-represented in the Digital Economy

• Only 1 in 3 Science Technology Engineering and Maths (STEM) graduates is a woman.

• Only 17% – 1 in 6 – ICT specialists in the EU is a woman.

• Women working in ICT earn almost 20% less than men do.

• Only 19% of European ICT entrepreneurs are women.

The future is about digital powering the European economies 
and the world. Women account for more than half of the 
European population but only around 17% of the ICT specialists 
are women. Women’s active participation is crucial in order to 
shape a sustainable, fair and equitable digital economy and 
society



The Women in Digital Strategy: More Women in Digital

Challenges

• Despite a growing demand for digital specialists, few girls and women study science, technology, 
engineering and maths (STEM) – often a precursor for a career in the digital sector. Many of those 
women that enter the digital sector move to other careers.

• There are gender bias and stereotypes both in real life and in the media. Specialists working with 
tech and digital are often pictured as men.

• Gender-based online violence may restrict women’s participation and undermine representative 
democratic processes. Women’s online presence, free from fear and hatred, should equally be 
ensured.



The Women in Digital Strategy
The Commission’s Women in Digital strategy focuses on encouraging and empowering women to play a more 
active role in the digital age. 

Promoting digital skills and education

-Digital Opportunity Traineeships: The EU sponsors young Europeans to be trainees in companies
-Codeweek: Trains thousands of girls to code every year
-European Network of Women in Digital

Challenging digital gender stereotypes

-Digital Skills Awards : Annual awards to recognise and promote role models
-No Women No Panel Campaign
-Cooperation with Audiovisual regulators

Advocating for more women entrepreneurs

-Startup Europe recognises and promotes women-led startups
-WE Hubs - network to help female entrepreneurs in the digital sector
-EU prize for women innovators recognises and rewards top women innovators
-CEO Declaration on closing the digital gender gap in high-tech companies

Three areas:



European funding for Digital



Budgetary instruments

A number of budgetary instruments will support the investments necessary to build Europe’s Digital 
Decade on solid foundations. 

• Next Generation EU: 20% to Digital

• Digital Europe Programme

• Erasmus Plus Programme

• Horizon Europe Programme

• Single Market programme



2021-2027 European Budget
Heading 1: Single Market, innovation and Digital

Cluster Name Manag. Description Budget 2021 - 2027

Research &
Innovation

Horizon Europe
Direct
Indirect

Scientific, technological, economic, environmental and societal impact; support to all forms of research and 
innovation.

€ 95.51 billion (€ 5.4 
billion under NGEU)

Euratom Research and Tr
aining Programme

Direct
Indirect

Euratom aims to pursue nuclear research and training activities with an emphasis on continually improving 
nuclear safety, security and radiation protection

€ 1.98 billion

ITER
Indirect Ambitious international project to build the world’s biggest fusion machine, advance fusion energy 

technology for a greener and more sustainable energy mix
€ 5.61 billion

European
Strategic
Investments

InvestEU
Direct
Indirect

Providing the EU with crucial long-term funding, crowding in private investment, supporting the recovery 
and a greener, more digital and resilient Europe.

€ 10.28 billion (€ 
6.07 billion under NGEU)

Connecting Europe
Facility

Direct
Indirect

Supporting the delivery of key energy, transport and digital infrastructure cross Europe. € 20.73 billion

Digital Europe
Programme

Direct
Indirect

The Digital Europe Programme is the first EU programme that aims to accelerate the recovery and drive the 
digital transformation of Europe.

€ 7.59 billion

Single Market

Single Market
Programme

Direct
Indirect

Empowering and protecting consumers; ensuring food safety, enabling EU small and medium-sized 
enterprises to thrive.

€ 4.21 billion

EU Anti-
Fraud Programme

Direct
Indirect

Protection of the EU’s financial interests; specialised equipment, knowledge and training. € 181 million

Cooperation in the field
of taxation

Direct The Fiscalis programme enables national tax administrations to create and exchange information and 
expertise.

€ 269 million

Cooperation in the field
of customs

Direct Customs supports the cooperation between customs authorities and protects the financial and economic 
interests of the EU and its Member States.

€ 950 million

Space
European Space
Programme

Direct
Indirect

EU space policy; satellite technology and innovation; data, navigation, and communication services; fighting 
climate change; disaster response.

€ 14.88 billion



Next Generation EU:  Recovery and Resilience Facility
Six pillars



Horizon Europe

Horizon Europe is the EU’s key funding programme for research and innovation with a budget of €
95.5 billion.​

• Tackles climate change​

• Helps to achieve the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals​

• Boosts the EU’s competitiveness and growth​

• Facilitates collaboration and strengthens the impact of research and innovation in developing, 
supporting and implementing EU policies while tackling global challenges​

• Supports the creation and better diffusion of excellent knowledge and technologies​

• Creates jobs, fully engages the EU’s talent pool, boosts economic growth, promotes industrial 
competitiveness and optimises investment impact within a strengthened European Research 
Area.​



Horizon Europe



Horizon Europe



Single Market Programme

The Single Market Programme (SMP) finances activities supporting a well-functioning, sustainable 
internal market.

With a budget of  EUR 4.2 billion in this MFF.



Single Market Programme

Single Market Programme Priorities

Food safety
Ensuring a safe and sustainable 

food chain

Consumer protection
Ensuring a high level of 

consumer protection, product 
safety and a stronger voice for 

consumers

Support to SME 
Strengthening the 

competitiveness and 
sustainability of small and 
medium-sized enterprises 

A more effective 
single market

Improving single market 
governance and enforcement of 

rules

High quality European
statistics

Producing and disseminating 
high quality European statistics

Effective European
standards

Developing effective European 
standards



Single Market Programme

Objectives

• To support and assist SMEs financially through grants and guarantees

• Facilitate access to markets and reduce administrative burden

• To support the mainstreaming of innovation and address global and societal challenges

• To foster a favourable business environment and entrepreneurial culture

Tools: Europe Entreprise Network (EEN), Erasmus fpr Young Entrepreneurs, Joint Cluster iniciatives

Objective: Boosting the competitiveness of SMES

COSME: SME Programme



Digital Europe Programme

• The Digital Europe Programme (DIGITAL) is a 
new EU funding programme focused on 
bringing digital technology to businesses, 
citizens and public administrations.

• Budget of €7.5 billion.

• It will invest in key strategic digital 
capabilities, such as high-performance 
computing, Artificial Intelligence (AI) and EU 
cybersecurity.



Digital Europe Programme

The programme invests in the following sectors

High Performance 
Computing (HPC

Cloud, Data and 
Artificial Intelligence 

(AI)
Cybersecurity

Advanced Digital 
Skills

Accelerating the Best 
Use of Technologies



Calls for proposals

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home


EU program for education, training, youth and sport.

Mobility
70%

Cooperation 
projects

30%

26billion euros

10million of participants

Erasmus Plus Programme

BUDGET



Objective

The Program offers:

• Opportunities for mobility and cooperation in the fields of higher education, vocational education
and training, adult education and school education (including early childhood care and education),
youth and sports personnel.

• Opportunities for cooperation, capacity building, exchanges, networking and policy support to
organizations, as well as reforms in the fields of education, training, youth and sport.

To support the educational, professional and personal development of people in education, 
training, youth and sport, to contribute to sustainable growth, quality employment and social 
cohesion, to foster innovation and to reinforce European identity and active citizenship.

Erasmus Plus Programme



Erasmus Plus Programme Horizontal priorities

Inclusion and diversity in all areas of education, training, youth and sports. The program aims to promote
equal opportunity and access, inclusion, diversity and equity. It will focus on individuals and organizations with
fewer opportunities.

Environment and fight against climate change. Support for the creation of knowledge, capacities and attitudes
related to the environment, the fight against climate change and sustainable development.

The Program aims to address digital transformation through the development of digital readiness, resilience
and capacity. In line with the strategic priorities of the Digital Education Action Plan (2021-2027).

Participation in democratic life, common values and civic engagement. The Program supports active citizenship
and ethics in lifelong learning; it encourages the development of social and intercultural competencies, critical
thinking and media literacy.

Erasmus+ Digital

Common values and 
participation

Erasmus+ Ecological

Diversity and inclusion



Supports the priorities and activities
established in:

• The European Education Area

• The Digital Education Action Plan

• The European Capability Agenda

• Contributes to the European Pillar of Social Rights

• Implements the European Union Strategy for Youth 2021-2027 and develops the European
dimension in sport.

Erasmus Plus Programme



Participation

Call for projects

Call for projects

Annual calls for projects. Call 2023 some lines open.

Who can participate?

Students, researchers and academics, universities and other organizations (companies, NGOs, associations) working in the field of education
in the EU, and partner countries.

There are also several actions open to the participation of other actors in the labor market. - OPEN TO ALL TYPES OF ORGANIZATIONS

Where to apply?

Actions managed by the Executive Agency: Funding portal and calls for tenders.

Calls managed by the National Agencies: Erasmus+ and European Solidarity Corps platform.

Erasmus Plus Programme



Erasmus Plus Programme

Partnerships for Cooperation (KA2)

SMALL-SCALE PARTNERSHIPS (KA210)

Intended for new participants and small
organizations.

• At least 2 organizations from 2 program countries
participate.

• Flat-rate budget: 30,000 or 60,000 euros.

• Project duration: between 6 and 24 months.

COOPERATION PARTNERSHIPS (KA220)

These are cooperation projects between institutions.

• At least 3 organizations from 3 program countries
participate.

• Flat-rate budget: 120,000, 250,000 or 400,000 
euros.

• Project duration: between 12 and 36 months.



The 100 Women plus project is co-funded by the Erasmus + Programme of the European Union (Reference No. 22PSA0034 - 2022-2-BE01-
KA210-ADU-000103924). The contents of this publication are the sole responsibility of the publisher, and the European Commission is not 

responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.
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